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	SWARTBERG 

NATURE RESERVE:

Reserve Tel: (044) 203 6300
Emergency No: 082 784 1786
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	Bookings:  

Tel:   0861-CAPENATURE or 021-483 0190
Web:      http://www.capenature.co.za 


	


The Swartberg Nature Reserve lies in the Oudtshoorn district between the Great and the Klein Karoo.  This area was clearly used by the San for many centuries, as evidenced by the numerous rock paintings and artefacts found in caves all over the reserve.  It is an area of climatic extremes, with very cold winters, often with snow on the mountains and temperatures well below zero, while summers can be uncomfortably hot with temperatures reaching 40(C or more.
The 4x4 route and Hiking trail have self contained hut – this means you need to leave it clean and tidy as you received it and also what you take in you need to take out.  No dustbins will be provided.  No cleaning staff will clean afterwards.

SWARTBERG 4X4 
The 28.4 km out and back route starts and ends at the top of the Swartberg pass just past The Top between Oudtshoorn and Prince Albert.  You will find yourself cutting southeast, more or less straight across the top of the Swartberg mountain range, with views for hundreds of kilometres in almost every direction.  The scenery is rugged.  In parts the road is painstaking and vehicles, drivers and passengers will be sorely tested.  

*
A maximum of 4 vehicles are allowed on the route and a minimum of 2.

*
Guests can book the Bothashoek hut (at the 13.4 km mark) as overnight accommodation  

*
Bookings must be made in advance at the above numbers 

*
Keys must be collected at the Oudtshoorn office before 16h00 – Monday to Friday
*
Emergency contact nr. 082 784 1786 + Mountain search and rescue nr. 083 339 1240
SWARTBERG 4 DAY HIKE (Hike can be shortened to a 2 day hike by starting at Ou Tol to Bothashoek and back)
*
This is a difficult hike and not for beginners.

*
Best time to hike:  September to October or April to May

* 
NB:  A minimum of 3 people up to a maximum of 12 people will be allowed on the route.
· Keys for the overnight huts to be collected at the Oudtshoorn office before 16h00 – Monday to Friday
Please remember to bring:

Warm cloths

Sun hat

Sun block

Bedding

Towels

Toiletries

Food
Utensils
Water – is available at the huts but none on route

Gel for geyser and stove – available at all Outdoor shops and Game
Matches

Toilet paper

Plastic bag for the items you want to throw away – you need to take it back with you
Day 1:  13 km from De Hoek Private Resort to Bothashoek Hut - very difficult

The trail starts at De Hoek Private Holiday Resort , on the road to Swartberg Pass about 35km outside Oudtshoorn where there is safe parking.  (Guests need to make their own arrangements should they wish to overnight at De Hoek:  044-272 8214).  Start early as you will be climbing most of the way: from De Hoek (±951m above sea level), up to Bothashoek hut (± 1245 m above sea level).

*
Bothashoek hut is a basic 4-roomed (3 bedrooms with beds and mattresses for 12 people and 1 room kitchen area, shower (with Gel Geyser for warm water) and flush toilets.  A outside braai is available – need to bring your own firewood.

· Keys for Bothashoek overnight hut must be collect beforehand at the office in Oudtshoorn before 16h00 Monday to Friday
Day 2:
12.6 km from Bothashoek to Ou Tol Hut - moderate

Following the 4x4 route the trail winds down to Ou Tol hut, next to the Swartberg pass.

*
Out Tol hut can sleep 12 people in 3 bedrooms.  There is an kitchen, living room, bathroom with shower (with Gel Geyser for warm water) and flush toilet and  braai area (again guests need to provide wood)

· Keys for Ou Tol overnight hut must be collect beforehand at the office in Oudtshoorn before 16h00 Monday to Friday
Day 3:
 12.8 km from Ou Tol back to Bothashoek - difficult

The trail takes you over to the summit with majestic views of  both sides of the Swartberg Mountain, and then back to Bothashoek hut.  

Day 4:  8 km from Bothashoek back to De Hoek - moderate to difficult

You’ll have to do a few more steep ups and downs before trailing downhill back to De Hoek where you left your vehicle
Keys must be returned to Oudtshoorn office – a partition in the glass window was removed with clear notice for returning of keys.  Just drop them on your way back.
Thank you and enjoy the beautiful area.
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